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Traditional Anglican Communion

from the Primate
Archbishop John Hepworth

An Appeal:
To support a moment
in church history

The letter to the Holy See is committed
to our delegates.

Seventeen years ago,justaftera group

of Anglican refugees had banded together as the
“Traditional Anglican Communion”, its leaders met in Rome to talk unity with the Pontifical
Council for Christian Unity.

Their dreams — and expectations — that the meetings between the Pope and the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the establishing of an International Commission, the pledges of goodwill on both
sides, would lead to unity had just been dashed. The long disintegration of the Anglican
Communion - bitterly divided over the most fundamental issues of the Christian faith — had
begun.

In those seventeen years the Traditional Anglican Communion has responded to
many calls from those whose churches have been drawn into the upheaval. We have provided
havens of peace and healing as people struggled to maintain the faith and rebuild. Churches,
schools, seminaries and orphanages have all been started from scratch. Now we are 41
countries strong, and a force to be reckoned with.

And our dreams of a united church, of the churches of Rome and Canterbury reunited after
five centuries of hurtful division, have never faltered.

On 9*® October last I returned to Rome with Bishops Mercer and Wilkinson. Bishop
Mercer is a monk of the famous community in Mirfield, England, and was Anglican Bishop
of Matabeleland in Zimbabwe. The late Pope attended Evensong in his Cathedral. Bishop
Wilkinson has corresponded with the then Cardinal Ratzinger about the content of a revived
Anglican Divine Office. This time we met with the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, the body appointed by the Holy See to receive applications for “Corporate
Reunion” from churches that are not in Communion with the Holy See.

This time, we carried to the Holy See a letter signed by the Bishops and Vicars General of the
Traditional Anglican Communion in the venerable church of Saint Agatha in Portsmouth,
England, where we had just completed a powerful Plenary Meeting.

Between these two visits to Rome a great work of teaching, building
communities, developing leadership and guiding the growing trust between our Communion
and the Roman Catholic Church has been maintained against the almost impossible odds of
meagre resources and fierce opposition.

The letter rehearses the long and frustrating history of attempts to unite (in the
words of Paul VI) the “church of Rome and the church of Canterbury”. It dwells on the
reaction of those who dreamed that at last Anglicans were to become “Anglican Catholics” as



the Anglican Communion took step after step to distance itself from the unity that had been
promised.

Our Letter was solemnly signed during a Votive Mass for Unity. May I share
with you some of its content and promise, and the scenes as the bishops voted and signed...

Archbishop Falk, who started this work,
signs the letter watched by the present
Primate, Archbishop Hepworth.

In handing our letter to the Sacred Congregation, whose responsibility it is to
assess formal applications for Corporate Reunion, we took the most significant step towards
unity yet made by an Anglican body.



We now appeal for the resources to complete this
process of church-building and unity.

The bishops affirmed their faith in matters that have until now divided them
from the Catholic Church.

And finally, for the first time, they made an unambiguous appeal to the
Holy See:

“Driven by these realizations, which we must now in good conscience bring to
the attention of the Holy See, we seek a communal and ecclesial way of being
Anglican Catholics in communion with the Holy See, at once treasuring the
full expression of catholic faith and treasuring our tradition within which we
have come to this moment. We seek the guidance of the Holy See as to the
fulfillment of these our desires and those of the churches in which we have
been called to serve.”

And so three of us were able to present these dreams and desires to the Holy See.
I was authorized to release this statement:

“The College of Bishops of the TAC met in Plenary Session in Portsmouth, England,
in the first week of October 2007. The Bishops and Vicars-General unanimously
agreed to the text of a letter to the See of Rome seeking full, corporate, sacramental
union. The letter was signed solemnly by all the College and entrusted to the Primate
and two bishops chosen by the College to be presented to the Holy See. The letter
was cordially received at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The Primate
of the TAC has agreed that no member of the College will give interviews until the
Holy See has considered the letter and responded.”

I have given you this detailed information so that you can understand the
extraordinary nature of this event, in bringing together Christians who have been at odds for
almost five centuries.

The Catholic press has taken the same view. Two extracts, from North America
(below) and England (left), powerfully make the point:

The TAC has some 400,000 members; if a majority of these
are received into the Catholic Church, then we should rejoice
at the healing of a wound in the Body of Christ. And there
will be particular cause for rejoicing if this reception takes a
corporate form. We have become so used to thinking of
conversion as a purely individual process that we forget that in
earlier centuries the Church experienced sudden outbursts of
growth, as non-Christians or non-Catholic Christians followed
their leaders into communion with Peter.

“It’s enough for now to note that, for the
first time since the Reformation, hundreds
of thousands of Protestants are now
knocking at our door, asking to be admitted
en masse... It may well be that the move
by the TAC is God’s sign to the Catholic
Church to open up and make room for
these new people who share so many of our
goals, values and beliefs.”




Will you become part of this historic event?

The process has stretched our resources to the limit. There are just two of us working full-
time in the Primate’s Office. The dream of unity and the disintegration of Anglicanism drive
increasing numbers in our direction — in the past year in Africa alone congregations have
joined us from Cameroon, Congo, Kenya, Mozambique and Botswana.

e We are a communion of faithful people in some of the poorest places on earth, as
well as some of the most affluent.

e We have had to leave greatly loved churches (and their trust funds) to follow our
consciences and to remain faithful to the teachings of the Church and to our dreams
of “unity in our lifetime”.

e We have just gathered our leaders in the famous church of Saint Agatha in
Portsmouth, England (a church we saved from demolition). There will be further
meetings as the Holy See responds to us.

e The Primate’s Office must be properly staffed and resourced to make our dreams of
unity and faithful service become a reality.

e There are the urgent needs of communities dispossessed — not only from their
churches, but from their schools and orphanages.

The scandal of the Anglican collapse is great, and our response is my
Episcopal motto: “Love Serves”.

Your contribution will enable the work of unity to reach its fruition, the work of our
leaders to survive, and the work of our Communion to continue.

| ask you to respond to this opportunity and tmecessities of it by
making a substantial monetary contribution to our mission and labours.

And when, i n Godaidmstdaringpeyeris answered, and we can stand at
the altar with the successor of Saint Peter, to whom Our Lord entrusted the lambs and the
sheep of his flock, the names of those who have supported us on the way will be remembered
and honoured.

Archbishop John Hepworth

The Traditional Anglican Communion Appeal:

In the United States:
Your contribution is tax deductible.
Make checks payable to “The International Anglican Fellowship” and endorse
“Primate’s Appeal”.
The International Anglican Fellowship
Mr Peter ] Thomas, Executive Director
109 Deer Drive, Silver Lake, NH 03875
United States of America
Ph: 1 603 367 9990
Email: baystatel@roadrunner.com



